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his assent to such a law, the logical cohrse for him to
pursue is to change the Ministry, or even dissolve the
Chambers. But if the referendum is introduced into
our constitution, it is quite a mistake to suppose
that the situation will be simplified. It will instead
be extremely complicated, not only before but after
the popular consultation.

When the persons or bodies authorised to demand
the referendum from royalty exercise their right, or,
to speak more generally, when the specified conditions
to be determined by a future Parliament shall be
fulfilled, the Cabinet will assemble in all haste; they
will discuss the point as to whether they are obliged
to give their countersign in order that a work which
they regard as most important shall be called in
question at a popular consultation.

The parliamentary supporters of the party will be
convoked in a special meeting. If they are of opinion
that the chances are that the consultation will be
favourable to them, they will permit the Ministers to
countersign without raising any difficulties. If, on
the other hand, they consider that an isolated con-
sultation would be a bad piece of policy, and that
they would be more likely to succeed in a dissolu-
tion, they will decide upon resistance, and begin the
struggle from above. The Ministers will be obliged
to openly refuse their countersign and to send in
their resignation, or allow themselves to be dismissed.
If they fear, however, both the consultation and the
dissolution, they will then face the referendum with
the courage with which we face the lesser of two
evils.

Let us then take one step further and consider a